
Church of Scotland 

Presbytery of Orkney 
 

 
Following adjournment from May 11, 2004, the Presbytery of Orkney met for ordinary 
business on Tuesday, September 7, 2004, in the Kirkwall East King Street Halls. The 
meeting was preceded by a buffet meal and Communion conducted by the Moderator. 
The meeting of Presbytery was opened with prayer 
 
Sederunt 

Ministers: Rev Allan McCafferty BSc BD (Moderator), Rev Iain D MacDonald 
BD (Moderator elect) G D S Deans, F Lillie and T G Hunt (Clerk); 
Elders: I M Banks  J L Clouston, K Eunson, P Leith  H MacGillivray, I L Meil, M 
Millington,  G R Myers, E Omand, J Rendall, J H Rober son W J Smyth,  A 
Sutherland and R B Wallace; 
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Corresponding members: I Cooper, E M Herdman, P H Hun , J A M Johnston 
and J Steer. 

Sederunt and 
apologies 

 
Apologies 

Ministers: Rev R G Brown, T L Clark  J H Craig, G F Macnaughton, J McNab 
and A Price; 
Elders: W S Brass, J D Cooper, E J Costie, E B Firth R Isbis er, R Scollay  J 
Smith and J E Work; 
Corresponding members: Rev A Finch and C M Wilson 
 

On behalf of the Presbytery the Clerk thanked the Moderator for conducting the 
opening Communion and those assisting him in the Communion. Mrs P Hunt and Mrs 
M Seator were also thanked for arranging the buffet meal. 

Thanks

Minutes for May 11, 2004 Minutes of May 11, 
2003 The Minutes having been circulated beforehand were taken as read. The Minutes 

were approved. 

Election of Moderator Election of Moderator
Rev Iain D MacDonald, BD was unanimously elected as Presbytery Moderator for 
2004-2005 and after prayer from the retiring Moderator took the chair. 
 
The Moderator thanked Rev A McCafferty for his work as Moderator in the past 
year. 

 
Standing Orders Revision 

Standing Orders 
revision 

As instructed by the May Presbytery the Clerk had amended the Presbytery’s 
standing orders to take into account the changes to the Standing Committees to 
include the Property Committee as a Standing Committee. The revision was 
approved and the revised standing orders adopted (see Appendix 1). 

 
Elders Commission 

The Presbytery approved the elders’ commission for 2004-2005 as in Appendix 2 
and new and returning elders were welcomed. 
 

Elders’ Commission for 
2004-2005 

Nomination Committee report 
The Presbytery received the report of the Nomination Committee as set out in 
Appendix 3 and approved the standing committees. 

Standing Committees

 
Mr Harry Garrioch, acting as the Property Committee vice-convener, was appointed 
a corresponding member of the Presbytery. 

H Garrioch as 
Corresponding 

member 
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Recognition of Readers 

The Moderator addressed the two Readers within the bounds, Mrs Johan 
Robertson and Mr John Steer, thanking them for their continued diligence and 
commended them to the prayers of the Presbytery and congregations. The 
Moderator led the Presbytery in prayer for the Readers and their future work. 

Recognition of 
Readers 

 
Business Committee report Business 

Committee report Presented by Rev A McCafferty, convene  r

 
 

t

 
The Presbytery: 

1   Received the report; 
2   Appointed Ian Cooper and Rev A Price to serve on the Business Committee for 

the year 2004-05; 
Extra committee 
members 

3    Voted 17 For and 0 Against the overture and interim act amending Act III 
2001 and instructs the Clerk to send this to the Board of Practice and 
Procedure; 

Overture on Act III 
2001 amendment 

4 Instructed the Clerk to respond to the Task Force for Change on the matter of 
the size and number of Presbyteries as follows: 

Although we recognise that if Presbyteries were to unite there would be
the benefit of more presbyters to share the workload of Presbytery, due
to geographic, transport and financial implications, and bearing in mind 
the recen  Scotland Act which enshrines Orkney as a separate 
Constituency, no alteration to the size of the Presbytery is the only 
feasible conclusion; 

Review of uniting 
Presbyteries 

5    Instructed the Clerk to send the draft Presbytery Minutes to Presbytery 
conveners (by e-mail wherever possible) no later than 1 week after the date 
of the Presbytery; 

Early provision of draft 
minutes 

6    Resolved that the service of union of Deerness with Holm with St Andrews to 
become the East Mainland Congregation will take place on Tuesday 9th 
November, or with succession of days, at 7:30pm in Holm Church, with the 
Presbytery meeting at 7:15pm in the same place, and with the Moderator of 
Presbytery to conduct worship and the Rev Allan McCafferty to preach; 

Union of Deerness, 
Holm and St Andrew’s 

7 Appointed that the Committee undertake to purchase a suitable replacement 
to the Presbytery office photocopier for not more than £3,000 excluding VAT. 

Office photocopier 

Guild report Guild report 
Presented by Mrs Joyce Johnston, Convener of the Guild Presbyterial Council 
 
The Moderator thanked the Convener for her report, wishing her well as she retires 
from office and conveying the Presbytery’s good wishes to the Guild. 

Ministry Committee report Ministry report 
Presented by W Johnston Smyth, Convener 
 
Presbytery: 

1 Received the report; 

In the following sections of the deliverance, the references apply to items, which appear in 
the documen  “Reports to the General Assembly 2004—Remits to Presbyteries and Kirk 
Sessions” 

tRemits from the 
Assembly dealt with 

The following refer to the section headed BOARD OF MINISTRY (page7) 
2 Noted paragraph 18 with its specific relevance to St Magnus Cathedral; 
3  Noted paragraph 28; 
4  Noted paragraph 29; 

The following refers to the section headed BOARD OF PARISH EDUCATION (page 8) 
5  Noted paragraph 14; 
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The following refers to the section headed JOINT BOARDS GROUP ON THE PROTECTION OF 
CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE IN THE CHURCH (page 8) 

6  Noted paragraph 2; 

The following refers to the section headed BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP AND FINANCE (page 
9) 

7 Instructed congregational boards to encourage sacrificial giving in accord with 
paragraph 3(d); 

Sacrificial giving

The following items are of local concern and unconnected with the remits document Study leave for Mrs F 
Lillie 8 Concurred with the approval of Rev Fiona Lillie taking study leave in August 2005 

subject to the concurrence of the Board of Ministry; 
9 Concurred with the approval of Rev Andrea Price taking study leave during the week 

from Sunday 29th August 2004 subject to the concurrence of the Board of Ministry. 
Study leave for Mrs A 

Price 
10 Approved Rev G S Deans applying for expenses incurred in the arrangement in 

connection with Study Leave of ‘Psalms of Praise’ in St Magnus Cathedral on 
September 26; 

Study leave expenses 
application approved 

11 Approved the Mission and Renewal allocations proposed for congregational payment in 
2005 (see Appendix 4 for allocations). 

Mission and Renewal 
for 2005 approved 

 
Ministry Committee Supplementary Report – Education Ministry 

supplementary 
report 

 
The Presbytery: 
1. received the report; 
2. urged members of congregations to consider training for the readership; 
3. urged every congregation to form a Worship Group; 
4. approved the “Leading Worship” course devised by the Church of Scotland’s 

Board of Parish Education’s Eldership Working Party as a basic training course 
for Worship Groups/occasional Leaders; 

5. undertook to offer at least one other training meeting per year to Worship 
Groups/occasional Leaders locally or at Presbytery level to further experience 
and knowledge in leading worship to support and encourage them ; 

Continued training for 
worship 

6. resolved that members of Worship Groups/occasional Leaders can be accred-
ited by Presbytery to lead worship out-with their own congregation after gain-
ing experience in leading worship by taking 4 services under supervision, at 
least one of which must be out-with their own congregation; 

Accredited worship 
leaders 

7. Resolved to recognise Mrs Laura Grieve as an accredited worship leader 
within Orkney Presbytery; 

Mrs L Grieve 
accredited 

8. appointed Rev G Brown, Rev F Lillie, Rev A McCafferty, Rev A Price, Mr John 
Steer, Mrs Laura Grieve to serve as a Leading Worship Training Team; Leading worship 

training team 9. urges all Kirk Sessions to nominate people willing to conduct funerals in the 
event of a minister being unavailable and to participate in a course of training 
in the conduct of funerals; 

Elders taking funerals

10. appointed Rev T Clerk , Rev F Macnaughton, and Mrs P Hunt to offer training 
for those doing Presbytery Visits and to plan its content according to the de-
liberations of the Resources Committee on Parish Visits (page 46 in Presbytery 
Minutes); 

Presbytery visits 
training 

11. urged Sessions to nominate one or more elders to be trained to moderate 
Session meetings and to submit names to the Clerk by 31 December 04; 

Elder moderator 
training 

12. Regretted there only being one nomination for someone to be trained by the 
Board of Ministry to be a non ministerial Interim Moderator and urged con-
gregations to further explore if one in their midst could fill this role; 

Non-minister interim 
moderators 

13. noted the renaming of the former TLS Library as Resources for Leading Wor-
ship Library and its new home in the St Magnus Centre available to people 
training and preparing to lead worship in their congregations (Appendix 5); 

Resources for leading 
worship 

14. reminded congregations to take advantage of the £150 grant from the Chris-
tian Enrichment Fund to establish a local resource library for their use; 

Christian Enrichment 
Fund 

15. thanked Rev A McCafferty for representing the Presbytery on the Orkney 
Youth Trust; 

Orkney Youth Trust 
 

Orkney Youth Trust 16. appointed Mrs Pauline Hunt to serve with Rev G Brown and Mrs Xandra 
Shearer on the Board of the Orkney Youth Trust. 
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Mission Committee report Mission report 
Presented by Hugh MacGillivray, Convener, 
 
Presbytery: 

1 Received the report. 
2 a)  Welcomed the visit to Orkney of Carol Findlay, Local Involvement Secretary 

for World Mission; 
Visit of Carol Findlay 

b)  Encouraged all presbyters to attend the meeting concerning the new 
partnership scheme on Monday 29th November at a time and place to be 
arranged; 

c)  Invited Ms Findlay to address Presbytery on Tuesday 30th November; 
 d)  Invited presbyters and other interested parties to the meeting on Alternativity 

run by Ms Findlay on Tuesday 30th November at a time and place to be 
arranged; 

3   Instructed the Mission Committee to discuss further the possibility of some 
form of event or events to celebrate Chu ch Without Walls 2005 and to report r
to the next Presbytery meeting; 

Church without Walls 
2005 

4 a)  Noted that the relevant General Assembly remits to Presbyteries were 
discussed by the committee and appropriate action taken; 

Remits 

 b)  In accordance with the Committee on Church and Nation remit 51, 
encouraged all those not already involved in promoting fairly produced and 
traded goods to give it their serious consideration; 

 5  Appointed Hugh MacGilivray as representative on the Assembly’s Church and 
Nation Committee. 

Church and Nation 
representative 

Property Committee report Property report 
Presented by Mrs Pauline Hunt, Convener 
 

 
 

The Presbytery: 
1 received the report; 
2 concurred with the sale of the Burray Church; Sale of Burray church 

 
Representatives to 
fabric conveners 

3 instructed the Committee to send representatives to the fabric conveners not 
able to attend the inspection of property registers in order to explain the new 
arrangements; 

4 concurred that expenses be paid for fabric conveners to bring their property 
register to the inspection or for a representative of the Committee to visit 
conveners from the survey levy money; 

expenses 

5 instructed the Kirkwall East congregation to follow the report by the 
Committee on the requirements for the Church Officer’s flat (see Appendix 6) 

Kirkwall East flat 

Resources Committee report Resources report 
Presented by the Clerk

The Presbytery: 
1. Received the report: 
2. Appointed Rev F Lillie as interim moderator for Flotta with Hoy & Walls and 

Rev T Hunt as interim moderator for Rousay, with effect from September 1st; 
thanked and discharged Rev A Price and Rev T Clark from their duties as re-
spective interim moderators; 

Interim moderators 

3. Renewed permission to call to Eday with Stronsay; Permission to call 
4. Encouraged interim moderators to use websites such as www.kirkweb.org to 

advertise vacancies; 
Vacancy website 

5. Instructed the Resources and Ministry Committees to review and rearrange 
the Presbytery’s induction on vacancy procedures; 

Vacancy procedures 

6. Instructed the Committee to review the management and pursuit of filling 
Orkney’s ministerial vacancies, the duties and responsibilities of interim mod-
erators, securing and deploying locum supply, and the presentation of Ork-
ney’s ministerial needs to the Church and to ministerial candidates; 

Vacancy filling 

7. Welcomed the renewal and continuation of the locum contract between Flotta 
with Hoy & Walls and Rev Craig Wilson; 

Flotta, Hoy & Walls 
locum 

8. Congratulated Marion Dicken on her appointment as part-time hospital chap-Hospital chaplain 
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lain by NHS Orkney and commend her to the prayers and support of the Pres-
bytery; thank and discharge Rev T Clark who fulfilled the role of chaplain on a 
temporary basis meantime; 

9. Noted that the Parish Appraisal Committee has approved the union of Deer-
ness, Holm and St Andrew’s congregations and that a service of union is to 
take place on November 9th; 

Deerness, Holm and 
St Andrew’s union 

10. Resolved that the Clerk arrange for any wishing to attend the Changing 
World, Changing Church conference on November 19th and instructed the 
Treasurer to pay the conference costs of £15 each; 

Changing World, 
Changing Church 

conference 

11. Appointed Rev J Craig, A McCafferty, F Macnaughton and the Clerk to attend 
the National Plan and Flexible Tenure seminars in Inverness on October 7th; 

National Plan & 
Tenure seminar 

12. Resolved to consider responses to the National Plan and on flexible tenure at 
the next meeting of Presbytery, and urged Presbytery members and Kirk Ses-
sions to submit their comments to the Clerk as soon as possible, but in any 
case by October 31st; 

National Plan and 
flexible tenure 
consideration 

13. Instructed the vice-convener for superintendence to arrange a visit to Evie, 
Firth and Rendall congregations with all possible haste to bring about the un-
ion of the charge; and instruct the Committee to arrange a visit to the Orphir 
and Stenness congregations to the same end; 

Union of Mainland 
charges 

Parish visitor training14 Instructed the Committee, with the Ministry Committee, to train a team of 
parish visitors without delay and instruct that a visiting timetable be submitted 
to the November meeting of Presbytery. 

 
Inspection of 

records report Inspection of Rolls and Records report 
Presented by the Clerk 

 
The Presbytery: 
1 Received the report; 

Thanks for diligence2 Thanked the roll and record keepers for their diligence; 
3 Instructed the Orphir and North Ronaldsay congregations to submit their 

Property Registers in proper form and duly attested by the Congregational 
Board, to the Presbytery Clerk by November 30th; 

North Ronaldsay 
Property Register 

4 Instructed North Ronaldsay to submit their Baptismal Register, Congregational 
Board (Financial Court) Minutes book, Congregational Roll and Session 
Minutes book in proper form and duly attested by the Kirk Session to the 
Presbytery Clerk by November 30th; 

North Ronaldsay rolls 
and records 

South Ronaldsay 
Board minutes 

resubmission 

5 Instructed the congregation of South Ronaldsay and Burray to re-submit their 
corrected Congregational Board Minute book to the Presbytery Clerk by 
November 30th; 

6 Instructed the congregation of Evie to submit their Congregational Board 
Minute book to the Presbytery Clerk by November 30th; 

Evie Board minutes 
submission 

7 Instructed the Business Committee to look at the possibility of making fewer 
inspections to rolls and records; 

Fewer inspections

8 Attested that all Congregational Accounts for 2003 had been examined and 
complied with the General Assembly regulations anent congregational finance; 

Congregational 
accounts attested 

9 Thanked Ian Cooper for inspecting the congregational statements of 
accounts; 

10 Noted that most of the Property Registers were now changed and thanked 
Mrs P Hunt and the members of the Property Committee for undertaking this 
work and inspection; 

Property Registers

11 Thanked and discharged the Inspection of Rolls and Records committee. 
 

Committee thanked 
and discharged 

The Clerk laid on the table three extract minutes received: from the Board of 
Ministry’s Committee on Ministry Finance Implementation of 16 June on assistance 
towards manse disturbance and removal expenses; from the General Trustees dated 
28 July concerning appointment of General Trustees; from the Department of National 
Mission’s Parish Appraisal Committee dated 16 August concurring with the union of 
Deerness, Holm and St Andrew’s. 

Extract minutes

 
The Clerk intimated that he had received numerous email correspondence and this 
was forwarded to whomever it concerned as soon as it arrived. 

correspondence
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The Presbytery adjourned to meet for ordinary business on Tuesday November 30, 
2004, at 10:30am in the Kirkwall East King Street Halls. 
 
The meeting closed with the Benediction 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

....................................................  Moderator 

............................................................  Clerk 

The space below is blank 
Appendixes 1 to 6 follow on the next pages
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APPENDIX 1 
 

Standing Orders 
 
1. The Presbytery shall ordinarily meet on the second Tuesday of September, February and May and on the last 

Tuesday in November. The Presbytery shall meet at least once a year outwith Kirkwall. 
The Sacrament of Holy Communion shall be celebrated immediately prior to the September and May meet-

ings. The retiring Moderator shall normally conduct the Communion, at the September Communion prior to the 
election of the next Moderator. Normally the November and February meetings will be in the daytime. Other 
meetings may be held as recorded by the Presbytery or as called by the Moderator. 

2. Between meetings of Presbytery Standing Committees have powers to act in urgent and unopposed business and 
any action reported to the next ordinary meeting of Presbytery for homologation. 

3. The Moderator shall normally hold office for twelve months. He or she shall be nominated on a recommendation 
by the Business Committee at the May meeting and shall take office at the September meeting, if so elected by 
the Presbytery. In the absence of the Moderator, a former Moderator shall preside. The Moderator may be a 
minister or an elder. 

4. The Presbytery shall appoint a Clerk who shall hold the office during the pleasure of the Presbytery.  
5. The Presbytery shall appoint a Treasurer (and an assistant Treasurer, if deemed necessary) who shall hold office 

during the pleasure of the Presbytery. 
6. Except as otherwise provided in these regulations, the conduct of Presbytery shall be governed by the Standing 

Orders of the General Assembly and the practice and procedure of the Church. 
7. Business for inclusion on the agenda of committees shall be notified to the Clerk, with delivery of relative papers, 

not later than the Thursday, two weeks before the week of the Committees meetings. If the Clerk has no notifi-
cation of business in time a meeting of the Committee may not be called. 

8. Written Committee reports, with Deliverance, shall be submitted to the Clerk by the Thursday two weeks before 
the Presbytery meets. 

Urgent business arising too late to be included in this way shall normally be submitted for photocopying 
for the Presbytery to the Clerk at least 48 hours before the meeting. 

9. A draft minute(s) of the previous meeting(s) of Presbytery shall normally be circulated at the time when Commit-
tees are called. These will be held as read. Errors and omission to the draft Minute(s) shall be notified at the 
next ordinary meeting of Presbytery. 

10. Apologies for absence shall be intimated to the Clerk prior to the day of the meeting, or entered on the Sederunt 
Sheet provided at the meeting. 

11. The Order of Business circulated with Committee reports prior to the meeting of Presbytery shall be taken as 
agreed unless the Clerk is notified of additional business no later than 24 hours before the meeting. No busi-
ness other than that appearing on the Order of Business or as notified to the Clerk will be taken. 

12. All motions shall be handed to the Clerk in writing. Members may not speak more than once on any motions, 
except on a point of order. Conveners or movers of motions have the right of reply, after which there shall be 
no more discussion. A point of order is a question of procedure and is not an explanation or refutation of any 
argument. 

13. The Clerk shall read notices of motion brought to a meeting of the Presbytery and circulate such with the order 
of business for the following meeting of Presbytery. 

Presbytery shall have discretion to accept as adequate notice of motion the circulation of items with the or-
der of business for that meeting, if not intimated at the previous ordinary meeting. 

14. The Business Committee shall nominate additional elders in May to take office from 1st July to 30th June follow-
ing. 

15. Elders' Commissions, which run from 1st July to 30th June, shall be forwarded to the Clerk within two months of 
the close of the General Assembly, but preferably by the end of April, in order that proposals for committee 
membership may be timeously presented. The Presbytery shall call for Elders' Commissions at the February 
meeting. 

16. The Nomination sub-committee, meeting at the beginning of May shall nominate members of committees to be 
resolved at the May meeting of Presbytery. 

The Nomination Committee shall also nominate Conveners, who hold office for a maximum of four continu-
ous years. 

17. All Readers of the Presbytery, the Convener and Secretary of the Guild Presbyterial Council, the Mission Re-
source Person, the Sunday School/Club Adviser, the Youth Adviser, and others whom the Presbytery shall ap-
point from time to time shall be Corresponding Members of Presbytery, and shall be entitled to attend all meet-
ings and serve on Standing Committees. Corresponding Members cannot vote, propose or second motions, nor 
raise any new matter. 

18. The Standing Committees of the Presbytery shall be the following: Business, Ministry, Mission, Property and 
Resources. Each may appoint sub-committees or groups to deal with particular matters. The members of these 
sub-committees need not be members of the standing committee (nor members of Presbytery) and normally 
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only the convener of the sub-committee needs to be a member of the standing committee. The convener of a 
standing committee shall be an ex officio member of all its constituent sub-committees. It is intended that sub-
committees normally meet infrequently, as and when necessary, as regulated by the appropriate standing 
committee. Sub-committees meet at a time mutually convenient, or deal with matters by e-mail or telephone. 

19. Standing committees will appoint their sub-committees. The majority of each sub-committee shall be members 
or corresponding members of Presbytery. 

20. The Moderator, Clerk and Business Convener shall be members of all Standing Committees. 
21. The Business Committee shall consist of the Conveners of the Standing Committees, Moderator and Clerk, with 

two other members of Presbytery appointed annually. The Business Committee Convener shall be a member of 
Presbytery, but not a Convener of another Standing Committee or the Moderator. The Clerk is to act as Vice-
Convener. 

22. Members of Presbytery who are members of Committees appointed by the General Assembly shall have the 
right to be members of the corresponding Presbytery Committees while serving on the Assembly Committee. 

23. Standing Committees shall normally meet on the day and at the time allocated by the Presbytery, three weeks 
before the Presbytery is due to meet for ordinary business. 

24. The Presbytery shall resolve at the ordinary meeting in November to elect its Commissioners to the General 
Assembly at the ordinary meeting in February. While the Presbytery reserves the right of free election of Com-
missioners to the General Assembly, it shall be the practice of the Presbytery to elect the Clerk. Other Commis-
sioners to be nominated shall normally be chosen by rotation, administered by the Nomination sub-committee, 
who shall have powers to appoint commissioners if the February meeting of Presbytery fails to do so. 

Ministers who have not attended three ordinary meetings of the Presbytery in the year preceding his or her 
possible election shall be eligible for election unless good reason is known for failure to give such attendance. 

In electing its Commissioners Presbytery shall give proper representation to those ministers not in charges 
and to those retired ministers who have maintained an active interest in the affairs of Presbytery and have ex-
pressed a willingness to be elected as a Commissioner. 

25. At all Ordinations, Inductions and Introductions the Moderator, or a predecessor in office, shall preside and give 
the charges to the minister and the congregation; and the ministers to conduct devotions and preach the sermon 
shall normally be appointed by rotation, administered by the Nomination sub-committee. 

26. The annual visitation of congregational records shall normally take place on the day of the May Presbytery 
meeting at a time and place agreed by Presbytery. 

27. Prior approval of Presbytery is required before any Kirk Session or Financial Court enters into any agreement or 
contract involving either pastoral or ministerial assistance as defined by Presbytery. 

28. The accounts of Presbytery shall be audited annually and submitted to Presbytery for their adoption. 
29. A levy to meet the expenses of Presbytery shall be made on each congregation at a rate per congregation as 

shall be determined by Presbytery at their February meeting in each year. Notices are to be sent out thereafter 
by the Treasurer and payment is to be made to the Treasurer not later than the end of March. 

30. A levy to meet the cost of quinquennial ecclesiastical building surveys shall also be made on each congregation 
according to the number of buildings, at a rate resolved by the Presbytery at their February meeting. 

31. Remunerations are to be formally resolved at the November meeting of the Presbytery. The Mission Resource 
Person, the Youth Adviser and the Sunday School/Clubs Adviser are each to receive a remuneration determined 
by the Presbytery, normally in line with the rate of inflation used to calculate the minimum stipend. Where the 
Presbytery or its Committees meets in church premises annual remuneration is to be made to the Church Officer 
and to the Financial Court, an amount the Presbytery shall determine, normally annually incremented at the 
rate of inflation used to calculate minimum stipend. 

The Clerk shall receive a 'salary', to be determined by the Presbytery, and normally annually incre-
mented by the same percentage increase as the minimum stipend. 

32. Presbytery permission is to be sought before carrying out any work on any ecclesiastical building that will ex-
ceed the amount set by Presbytery in total (including VAT and architects fees, etc.), providing the building has 
been agreed by the Presbytery to be a necessary building. Otherwise permission is to be sought. 

33. The Guild Presbyterial Council shall be invited to report to the September meeting of Presbytery, at which meet-
ing the Readers will also be recognised. 

34. The Boys' Brigade Battalion shall be invited to report to the November Presbytery. 
35. All members of Presbytery may re-claim travel and accommodation expenses, at a rate determined by the Pres-

bytery, for attending Presbytery and committee meetings. Any member of Presbytery carrying out a specifically 
designated task on behalf of Presbytery is also entitled to claim travelling expenses at the same rate as for at-
tending Presbytery meetings. 

36. Standing Orders may be suspended on a vote of two-thirds of members present in favour. 
37. Any amendment of the Standing Orders shall be by resolution of the Presbytery after notice at the previous 

ordinary meeting, not withstanding Standing Order 13, and shall require the support of a simple majority of 
those voting. 
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APPENDIX 2 
 

Elders’ Commission 2004 – 2005 
 

 

ELDER CONGREGATION 

Rene Isbister Birsay, Harray & Sandwick 
Kenneth Eunson* Deerness 

Johan Robertson Eday 
James Work Evie 

J Leslie Clouston* Firth 
G Roger  Myers Flotta 

James Smith Holm 
Anderson Sutherland Hoy & Walls 
Isabella L Meil Kirkwall East 
Johnston Smyth Kirkwall St Magnus 

Patricia Thomson North Ronaldsay 
Raymond Scollay Orphir 

Jim  Rendall Papa Westray 
Elma Moar Rendall 

Elizabeth Firth* Rousay 
Mary Millington Sanday 

Robert Wallace Shapinsay 
Elma Omand* South Ronaldsay & Burray 

Bryan Scott* St Andrew’s 
Peter Leith* Stenness 

Isabel Banks Stromness 
James Cooper Stronsay 
Edith Costie Westray 
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APPENDIX 3 
 

Standing Committees 2004 – 2005 
 
Ministry 

Johnston Smyth (convener) 
Fiona Lillie (vice-convener) 

Graeme Brown 
Andrea Price 

Isobel Banks 
Isabella Meil 
Elma Moar 
Roger Myers 
Patricia Thomson 

Ian Cooper (corresponding member) 
Joyce Johnston (Guild) 

 
Mission 

Hugh MacGillivray (convener – additional elder) 
-

 

 

f

r

 

Graham Deans (vice convener) 
John McNab 
Bill Cant 

Edith Costie 
Elizabeth Firth 
Mary Millington 
Elma Omand 
Johan Robertson 

John Steer (corresponding member) 
Craig Wilson (corresponding member) 

 
Resources 

Joan Craig (convener)
Tom Clark (vice-convener for superintendence) 
Fraser Macnaughton (vice-convener for vacancy procedures) 

James Cooper 
Peter Leith 
Jim Rendall 
Bryan Scott 
James Smith 
Anderson Sutherland 
Robert Wallace 

Wilma Brass (additional elder) 
Jack Muir (corresponding member) 

The Property Convener is ex-of icio a member of the Resources committee 
 
Property 

Pauline Hunt (convener – corresponding member) 
Harry Garrioch (vice-convene  – corresponding member) 

Leslie Clouston 
Kenneth Eunson 
Renee Isbister 
Raymond Scollay 
James Work 

Elizabeth Herdman (Guild) 
The Resources Convener is ex-officio a member of the Property committee 

Business 
Alan McCafferty (convener) 
Trevor Hunt (vice-convener) 

Andrea Price 
Ian Cooper 

Joan Craig 
Pauline Hunt 
Hugh MacGillivray 
Johnston Smyth 
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APPENDIX 4 
 

Mission and Renewal Allocations 2005 
 

 

CONGREGATION 
2005 MRF 

ALLOCATION

BIRSAY HARRAY & SANDWICK 2,096
DEERNESS 548
EDAY 29
EVIE 692
FIRTH 2,389
FLOTTA 44
HOLM 625
HOY & WALLS 64
KIRKWALL EAST 7,610
KIRKWALL ST MAGNUS 12,093
NORTH RONALDSAY 23
ORPHIR 556
PAPA WESTRAY 44
RENDALL 503
ROUSAY 99
SANDAY 107
SHAPINSAY 99
SOUTH RONALDSAY & BURRAY 174
ST ANDREW'S 454
STENNESS 474
STROMNESS 5,767
STRONSAY MONCUR MEMORIAL 98
WESTRAY 194
ORKNEY 34,782
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APPENDIX 5 
 

TLS LIBRARY BOOKS 
 

Location: St. Magnus Centre Library, Kirkwall 
At the moment this is reading only until a lending system has been set up. Any inquiries to
Robert Kirkness 874985 or And ea Price 771798

 
 r  

 
Baillie, D M ; God was in Christ; An Essay on Incarnation and Atonement. London 1973 
Barbour, R S ; What is the Church For? Aberdeen 1973 
Barclay, W; By What Authority? London 1974 
Barrett, C K ; Jesus and the Gospel Tradition 
Batten, T R and Batten, M ; The Non-Directive Approach. London 1988 
Bible, The Jerusalem Bible, New Testament London 1968 
Bible, The Jerusalem Bible, The Psalms, London 1969 
Bonhoeffer, D; Letters and Papers from Prison ; Ed. E.Bethge, London 1981; 2 copies  
Bradshaw,P; Early Christian Worship 
Brother Lawrence, The practise of the Presence of God; trans.Blaiklock; London 1981 
Campbell, A V ; Rediscovering Pastoral Care. Lnodon 1995; 2 copies 
Carey, G; The Church in the Market Place; Eastbourne 1989; 2 copies 
Cassidy, S; Sharing the Darkness: The Spirituality of Caring; London 1988 
Cook, D; The Moral Maze. A Way of Exploring Christian Ethics; London 1994 
Duffy, W; Children and Bereavement; London 2003 
Dominian, J; Passionate and Compassionate Love. A Vision for Christian Marriage; 
  London 1991 
Etchells, R; Set my People Free. A Lay Challenge to the Churches; London 1995 Fuller, RH; New 
Testament Christology 
Goldsmith, M; Knowing Me, Knowing God: Exploring your Spirituallity with  
  Myers-Briggs; London 1994 
Green, M; Evangelism Through the Local Church; London 1990 
Green, M (ed); The Truth of God Incarnate; London 1977 
Grogan, P; Beyond the Veil. A Triumph of Love and Faith. Harmondsworth 1996 
Guinness, M; Child of the Covenant; London 1985 
Huggett, L; Listening to Others: Hearing their Voice; London 1996 
Hunter, G C; How to reach Secular People; Nashville 1992 
Israel, M; Smouldering Fire; London 1978 
Jones, R G; Groundwork in Christian Ethics; London 1984 
King, P; Making Christ Known; London 1992 
Lewis, CS; A Grief Observed; London 1966 
MacCulloch, D; Groundwork of Christian History; London 1987 
MacDougall, G; One Small Life. Ruth; Dundee 1995 
MacDowell,H; Some Day I’m gGoing To Fly; London 1995  
MacLean, M (ed); Taking the Wings of the Dawn  
Matthews, J; Mission and Evangelism. A Programme for Local Churches. Lond. 1984 
More, M; George More: A Way to God. Enabling and Sharing in India;ed.RFerguson;  
  Glasgow 1991  
Nouwen, Henri JM; The Wounded Healer  
Parker, R; Forgiveness is Healing; London 1993 (2copies) 
Peck, M Scott ; The Road Less Travelled 
Perkins,P; Jesus as Teacher; Cambridge 1990 
Raub, JJ; Who Told You That You Were Naked? Freedom From Judgement, Guilt 

     and Fear of Punishment; Slough 1992 
Robinson, H W; The Christian Experience of the Holy Spirit; London 1962  
Rosary Novenas to our Lady 
Saunders, C; Beyond the Horizon: A Search for Meaning in Suffering; London 1997 
Sider, RJ; Rich Christians in an Age of Hunger; London 1990 (3 copies)  
Smart, Ninian ;The Religious Experience of Mankind  
Stacey, J; Groundwork of Theology; London 1977 
Stacey, J; Groundwork of Theology; Revised Edition;London 1984 
Stott, JRW; Issues Facing Christians Today; Basingstoke 1984 
Stott, JRW; God’s New Society 
John Taylor, The Christlike God 
Theissen,G; The Shadow of the Galilean; The Quest of the Historical Jesus in  

Narrative Form; trans. J Bowden; London 1987 
Varley, EA; Catching Fire. Christian Adult Education in the Local Church; Swindon 

 1993 
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Wilson, M; Health is for People. London 1975 
Worden, W; Grief Councelling and Grief Therapy; A Handbook for the Mental  

Health Practitioner; New York 2001 
 

Bible Commentaries 
Alexander, D and Alexander,P; The Lion Handbook of the Bible; Tring 1973 
Barclay, W; The letters to the Galatians and Ephesians; Edinburgh 1976 
Dodd, CH; The Meaning of Paul for Today; London 1959 
Goodrick, EW and Kohlenberger,JR; The NIV Handy Concordance; London 1985 
Hebblethwaite, M; Six New Gospels: New Teatment Women tell their Stories;   
  London 1994 
Hooker, MD; Studying the New Testament; London 1979 
Houlden, JH; Paul’s Letters from Prison. Philippians, Colossians, Philemon and  

Ephesians; Harmondsworth 1970 
Hunter, AM; The Gospel According to St Paul; London 1966 
Hunter, AM; Galatians to Colossians; London 1966 
MCKeating, H; Studying the Old Testament; London 1979 
Owens, MF; Layman’s Bible Book Commentary. Vol.7: Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, Job;  

Nashville 1983 
Patzia, AG; Ephesians, Colossians, Philemon; Peabody 1990 
Stacey, WD; Groundwork of Biblical Studies, London 1979 
Stott, JRW; The Message of Ephesians; Leicester 1989 (2 copies) 

Telford, WR; Mark. Sheffield 1995 
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APPENDIX 6 
 

Kirkwall East Church Flat 
 

Following the congregation's own inspection on the 14th July 2004 two members of 
the Property Committee - Mr Harray Garriock and Mrs Pauline Hunt visited on the 21 
July and in general concurred with the congregation's inspection and report, resolved: 

Hall Replace the carpet 

Kitchen Sink unit doors would just need small strips of wood along the bottom 
of the door to match 
the top of the door. The hinges could be adjusted to make a better fit. 
Take out the hearth and level the floor - it would took better and be 
safer, or cut the tiles to 
the edge of the cooker. 

Bedroom        Check roof for the cause of the damp in this room - the damp meter 
shows damp is still there and not just stained wallpaper. 

Sitting Room  There may be no need to remove the fireplace as there could be blow 
back from the new central heating system down this chimney causing 
fumes. Consideration should be given to capping the chimney and 
using electric heating. 

NOTES 
The whole flat needs refurbishing and the kitchen and bathroom modernising. 
In the meantime, and until the congregation are in a financial position to 
undertake such work, the flat should be cleaned and redecorated as the 
congregation's inspection and report, but taking into account the following: 
 

• Re-carpet the whole flat with the exception of the sitting room and small 
bedroom, where the carpet can be cleaned. 

• The electrical installation should be checked by an approved electrician and 
an Electrical Installation Certificate be obtained and sent to the Presbytery 
Clerk. Old sockets, switches, wires, etc., should be removed and the walls 
made good.  

•  A few units with tops could be put in the kitchen to give some work surface. 

Use for church officer accommodation or to rent is approved provided the above work 
is attended to. 
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Church of Scotland 

Presbytery of Orkney 
 

 
At Holm Church, on Tuesday November 9, 2004, the Presbytery of Orkney met in 
hunc effectum and was opened with prayer. 
 
Sederunt 

Ministers: Rev Iain D MacDonald BD (Moderator), Rev R G Brown, T L Clark, 
J H Craig, G D S Deans, F Lillie, A McCafferty, J L McNab and T G Hunt (Clerk); 

Sederunt and 
apologies 

 
Elders: I Banks, W S Brass, K Eunson, R Isbister, J Rendall, W J Smyth and R B 
Wallace; 
 
Corresponding members: E M Herdman, J Muir; 
 
Denominational members: Rev J Creelman (United Free Church of Scotland) 
 

Apologies 
Ministers: Rev A Price; 
 
Elders: I L Meil, M Millington, EJ J Moar; 
 
Corresponding members: Rev A Finch, P H Hunt and J Steer 
 
Denominational members: Rev D Currie (Kirkwall Baptist Church) 
 

The Minute of the meeting on September 7, 2004, referring to this day’s meeting to 
unite the linked congregations of Deerness, Holm and St Andrew’s to form the East 
Mainland Church was laid on the table. The Clerk also laid on the table an extract 
minute from the Committee on Parish Reappraisal concurring with the readjustment 
and Basis of Union. 

Authority for calling 
the meeting 

 

The Presbytery resolved that after the conclusion of the service certification of the 
union be given to the Kirk Session and the Congregational Board, to be engrossed 
prior to the first Minute of each court meeting as the East Mainland Church. 

Certificates of Union

The Moderator conducted devotions and Rev A McCafferty preached. The 
congregations having assented to the vow of union, the Moderator then, by prayer 
united the congregations of Deerness, Holm and St Andrew’s. Prayer being ended the 
Moderator declared the congregations to be united as the East Mainland congregation. 
The service being concluded, the congregation and Presbytery were dismissed with 
the Benediction. 

Union of Deerness, 
Holm and St Andrew’s 
as the East Mainland 

Church 

 
 

..................................................... Moderator 
 
 
 

......................................................... Clerk 
 

The remainder of the page below is left blank 
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Church of Scotland 

Presbytery of Orkney 
 

 
Following adjournment from September 7, 2004, the Presbytery of Orkney met for 
ordinary business on Tuesday, 30 November 2004, in the Kirkwall East King Street 
Halls. The Moderator addressed the Presbytery and the meeting was opened with 
prayer. 
 
Sederunt Sederunt and 

apologies Ministers: Rev Iain D MacDonald BD (Moderator), Rev R G Brown, T L Clark, 
J H Craig, G D S Deans, F Lillie, G F Macnaughton, J L McNab, A E Price and 
T G Hunt (Clerk); 
Elders: I M Banks, W S Brass, J L Clouston, J D Cooper, R B Isbister, P Leith, 
H MacGillivray, I L Meil, G R Myers, E Omand, J Rendall, A W Sutherland and 
J E Work; 
Corresponding members: I Cooper, P H Hunt, J A M Johnston and Rev C M 
Wilson. 

 
Apologies 

Ministers: Rev A McCafferty; 
Elders: E J Costie, K Eunson, M Millington, E J Moar, R Scollay, J Smith and R B 
Wallace; 
Corresponding members: Rev A Finch and J Steer. 
 

Minutes for September 7 and November 9, 2004 Minutes of September 
7 and November 9, 
2004 

The Minutes and appendices of the meeting on September 7 and the in hunc 
effectum meeting of November 9, 2004, to unite the linked congregations of 
Deerness, Holm and St Andrew’s, having been circulated beforehand were taken as 
read. The Minutes were approved. 

 
Business Committee report Business 

Committee report Presented by the Clerk as vice-convener 
 

The Presbytery: 
1) Received the report; 

Assembly 
Commissioners 2) Resolved to appoint Commissioners to the 2005 General Assembly at the next 

ordinary meeting of Presbytery; 
3) a) Noted that a reconditioned photocopier has been ordered from Canon 

(UK) Limited at a cost of £2,500 (excluding VAT); 
photocopier 

b) Resolved that the South Ronaldsay and Burray congregation have the old 
Presbytery photocopier free of charge; 

4) a)  Instructed the Treasurer to pay gratuities for 2004 of £194 to the Mission 
Resource Person, and the Children’s Adviser (from Presbytery funds) and 
the Presbytery Resource Centre Manager (from Resource Centre funds); 

Gratuities 

b) Instructed the Treasurer to pay a gratuity to Kirkwall East Church of £500 
for use of the King Street Halls from its opening to the end of 2004; 

5) Noted that the Presbytery Clerk sent out copies of the Revised Standard Style 
of Accounts based on the Excel spreadsheet form from the General 
Treasurer’s Department to congregational Treasurers for their information and 
attention and further noted that anyone wishing the Excel file should ask the 
Clerk or the Treasurer’s Department for a copy; 

Revised Style of 
Accounts 

6) Appointed the Presbytery Treasurer as an ex officio member of the Business 
Committee from 2005/06 and thereafter, and resolved to alter standing orders 
accordingly; 

Treasurer member of 
Business Committee 

7) Instructed the Committee to make a general revision of Standing Orders and 
present the revision to the next ordinary meeting of Presbytery. 

Revision of Standing 
Orders 
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Mission Committee report Mission report
Presented by Hugh MacGillivray, Convener, 
 
On behalf of the Presbytery, the Moderator welcomed Ms Carol Finlay from the Board 
of World Mission and Rev Patricia Johnston, Scottish Churches China Field and invited 
them to address the Presbytery about churches partnerships. 

Visit of Carol Finlay 
and Patricia Johnston 

 
The Presbytery: 

1 Received the report; 
2  a)  Thanked Ms Finlay and Ms Johnston for their address and for visiting 

Orkney with presentations on Partnership, and on ‘Alternativity’; 
 b)  in the light of the demise of mission partners, instructed the Committee 

to explore avenues of partnership for the church in Orkney (not 
precluding existing links churches and congregations may have) that 
would be a partnership the whole church in Orkney might feel a part of; 

Ecumenical 
partnership 

3   Appointed Rev T L Clark and Mr H MacGillivray as their representatives on the 
NHS Orkney Spiritual Care Committee; 

NHS Orkney Spiritual 
Care Committee 

4 Appointed Rev T L Clark and G S Deans as their representatives on the 
“Churches in Orkney” group; Churches in Orkney 

group 5 Recognised 1st December 2004 as World Aids Day and encouraged 
congregations to support this cause with services either on that day or the 
following Sunday; 

World Aids Day

 
(The Moderator left the chair, which was taken by the Clerk) 

 
Air Ambulance service6 a)  Strongly believes that it is essential to have an aircraft based at Kirkwall 

Airport for the maintenance of an efficient air ambulance service in 
Orkney; 

   
In discussion, members of the Presbytery were concerned that not having 
some form of ambulance aircraft based in Kirkwall would sound a 'death knell' 
to islanders in the north isles of Orkney, particularly, and that this could de-
stroy already fragile communities. The area that would be covered by aircraft 
based in Inverness is very large and this coverage would make the time to 
deal with an emergency in Orkney too great. 
  
A good number (in fact the majority) of uses of the Kirkwall-based air ambu-
lance appear to be within Orkney, bringing patients from the isles to Kirkwall, 
and this amounts statistically to one patient or so every other day throughout 
the year. Although the consultation document states that 90% of cases may 
be reached within 30 minutes of take-off, to reach Orkney's north isles will 
take at least 45 minutes from Inverness, and it is therefore evident that most 
Orkney cases can only be reached some 45 minutes after the air ambulance 
takes off. This is an unacceptable delay for an emergency service. All the 
above timings are dependent on a 'fair wind and a calm day'. In adverse 
weather conditions there would be even slower response times.  Furthermore, 
for example, if the Inverness-based aircraft were at one extremity of the cov-
erage area, say, in South Uist, dealing with an emergency there, then the 
time taken to reach Westray or North Ronaldsay in Orkney would be far too 
long to deal with an emergency occurring around the same time. The fastest 
time then would be one hour and thirty minutes before an emergency air am-
bulance could arrive! 
  
The Presbytery believes that such poor emergency cover as is being proposed 
and the effective cutting of a lifeline service will contribute significantly to the 
further depopulation and decline of the islands at the very best. 
  
While recognising that a dedicated aircraft based in Kirkwall is comparatively 
expensive there is an airport base and aircraft already in Kirkwall and at the 
very minimum non-dedicated aircraft should still be maintained for an emer-
gency air ambulance service within Orkney and to act as a back-up when In-
verness-based aircraft are engaged in other missions. 
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b) Instructed the Clerk to send to the Scottish Air Ambulance Service to 
inform them of this point of view; 

 
(The Moderator took the chair) 
 

7 a) Were of the opinion that the medical needs of island communities are 
best served by a doctor resident on the island and urged NHS Orkney to 
find the necessary finances to provide this essential service; 

Doctors on islands 

b) Expressed concern for NHS Orkney Board and senior staff and the 
pressure they are under in these difficult times and offered them their 
prayers and pastoral support; 

c) Instructed the Clerk to send a letter to NHS Orkney to inform them of 
this point of view 

8  a) Accepted in principle the open churches event to celebrate the Church 
Without Walls in 2005; 

Church Without Walls 
2005 

 b) Asked Sessions for their support and for ideas to be given to the Clerk 
before 19 January; 

 c) Instructed the Committee to explore further the idea of an ecumenical 
service either in St Magnus Cathedral or on Broad Street in Kirkwall; 

9 Supported the Christian Aid vote for Trade Justice Campaign and instructed 
the Clerk to send a letter to the Scottish Executive, with copies to Orkney’s 
MSP and MP; 

Trade Justice 
campaign 

10 Concurred with Rev D Currie (Kirkwall Baptist Church) to represent the 
churches in connection with the Drugs, Alcohol, and Smoking Addiction 
Rehabilitation Team (DASART); 

DASART church 
representative 

11 a) Noted that most congregations had responded positively to the 
encouragement the Presbytery had given to them to consider supporting 
the HIV/AIDS project; 

HIV/AIDS project 

 b) Instructed the Clerk to indicate this response to the project in accordance 
with the Assembly remit (Remit booklet page 8 HIV/AIDS, number 7). 

Property Committee report Property report 
Presented by Mrs Pauline Hunt, Convener 
 
The Presbytery: 

1 Received the report; 
2 Approved application for a building feasibility study by the Birsay, Harray and 

Sandwick congregation and instructed them to seek advice from the General 
Trustees of the Church of Scotland on which company outwith Orkney should 
undertake the study. 

Birsay, Harray & 
Sandwick study 

Resources Committee report Resources report 

Presented by Rev Joan Craig the committee’s convener 
 
The Presbytery: 

1 Received the report: 
2 Encouraged the ministers of the East Mainland grouping to take note of the 

Committee’s concerns about the short length of term adopted for interim 
moderators in their forthcoming review of the appointment for Shapinsay; 

Interim moderators’ 
length of term 

3 Thanked Rev Tom Clark for the report of his seven and a half term as part-
time Hospital Chaplain, and noted that the report has been forwarded to the 
Board of National Mission as required; 

Hospital Chaplain’s 
report 

4 Thanked Kirk Sessions for their carefully considered responses to the National 
Plan proposals, and instructed the convener to prepare a response for the 
Board of National Mission in the following terms: 

National Plan 

a) we are pleased to note that the National Plan gives a reasonable 
weighting to the three islands Presbyteries; however, we feel that there 
are particular factors that warrant an increased weighting for Orkney, in 
particular;  
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i) that there are 19 inhabited islands with attendant transport 
difficulties: for example, journey times, limited connection and lack of 
services on Sundays; 

ii) that, because ministers have General Assembly commitments, go on 
holidays, study leave, and like everyone else may suffer accident or 
illness, and because we are an islands community, the availability of 
our staffing resources are seldom anything like at full complement, we 
reckon that an allocation of 12 minimum to 14 maximum ministers is 
necessary to meet our obligations; 

iii) given the wide discrepancy in the distribution of retired ministers 
potentially available for locum work and pulpit supply, take into 
account that Orkney is disadvantaged by having very few retired 
ministers at any time. 

b) while we appreciate the serious plight of urban priority areas and support 
the work being done by the Church, we would ask that there be more 
awareness of the nature of rural poverty in developing strategies and 
priorities; 

5 Appointed: 
Superintendence sub-

committee 
a) a Superintendence sub-committee consisting of Rev T L Clark, Rev G F 

Macnaughton (ministers), P Leith (elder) and P H Hunt (Mission Resource 
Person) to plan Presbytery visits; 

b) Rev T L Clark (minister), W S Brass and J Rendall (elders) to visit the 
linked charge of Evie, Firth and Rendall, and the Rev F Lillie (minister), 
I Banks and R Wallace (elders) to visit the charge of Orphir with Stenness 
to discuss the way ahead for union under the current Presbytery plan; 

Visits in connection 
with Plan 

6 Authorised Rev Dr Jennifer George, minister of the Presbyterian Church in the 
USA who has received a Certificate of Eligibility from the Church of Scotland 
and who is to serve as locum for Eday linked with Stronsay from January 
2005, to celebrate the sacraments, appointed her as corresponding member 
of the Presbytery, and give her name to the Registrar as an approved 
celebrant for marriages. 

Eday with Stronsay 
locum 

 

Ministry reportMinistry Committee report 
Presented by Rev Andrea Price, vice-convener 
 
The Presbytery: 

1 Received the report; 
Study leave2 a) Approved Rev A McCafferty’s application for study leave for a certifi-

cate in counselling in four sections in 2005 (February 13-18, May 16-
20, September 26-30 and December 4-9); 

 b) Approved application for study leave from Rev J Craig to attend Theol-
ogy of Justice, the 61st Annual Conference of the Scottish Church 
Theology Society from 17-20 January 2005; 

3 Resolved to grant to each congregation the sum of £200 from the Presbytery 
Resource Centre funds to support their purchase of the new hymnal for six 
months after publication; 

Grant for new hymnal

4 Concurred with the general principle of flexible tenure but stressed the follow-
ing points as matters of concern or difficulty with the proposal: 

Proposal of flexible 
tenure 

a) the loss of control by local congregations; 
b) the lack of continuity if ministers re-locate; 
c) the undermining of the stability of congregations; 
d) the detrimental effect on congregational giving; 
e) the proposal is only a skeletal outline of a potentially far reaching 

and major reform and the Presbytery was unanimous in agreeing 
that it would need to see a more comprehensive plan before reach-
ing any semblance of acquiescence. There was uncertainty as to 
how the proposal would be put into effect in ‘real-world’ situations 
and as to how decisions would be reached to translate ministers. 
Without checks and guidelines ministers could find themselves relo-
cated according to the capricious whim of a minority of malcontents. 
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The Moderator congratulated Rev R G Brown and presented him with a certificate 
from the Church’s Board of Parish Education Child Protection Unit attesting him as an 
accredited child protection co-ordinator trainer. 

Child Protection 
trainer 

 
The Clerk intimated that World Day of Prayer packs were available. World Day of Prayer 
 
The Clerk laid on the table extract minutes received: from the General Trustees 
approving the sale of the Shapinsay Manse, the Burray Church and part of the 
Westray glebe; from the Law Department intimation that the Model Deed of 
Constitution had been issued to the East Mainland congregation; from the Board of 
Ministry a list of candidates in training for the ministry and trials for licence for 
auxiliary ministers. 

Extract minutes 

 
The Clerk intimated that he had received a number of email correspondence and this 
was forwarded to whomever it concerned as soon as it arrived. He laid on the table 
details of chaplaincy arrangements for December from the Chaplaincy Department of 
Raigmore Hospital, Inverness. 

Correspondence 

 
The Presbytery adjourned to meet for ordinary business on Tuesday February 8, 
2005, at 10:30am in the Kirkwall East King Street Halls. 
 
The meeting closed with the Benediction 
 
 

....................................................  Moderator 
 
 
 
............................................................  Clerk 
 
 

The space below is blank 
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Church of ScotlandChurch of ScotlandChurch of ScotlandChurch of Scotland    

Presbytery of OrkneyPresbytery of OrkneyPresbytery of OrkneyPresbytery of Orkney    
 

 

Following adjournment from November 30, 2004, the Presbytery of Orkney met for 

ordinary business on Tuesday, 8 February 2005, in the Kirkwall East King Street Halls. 
The Moderator addressed the Presbytery and the meeting was opened with prayer. 

 
Sederunt 

Ministers: Rev Iain D MacDonald BD (Moderator), Rev T L Clark, J H Craig, 
G D S Deans, G F Macnaughton, J L McNab, A E Price and T G Hunt (Clerk); 
Elders: I M Banks, J L Clouston, J D Cooper, E J Costie, R B Isbister, P Leith, 
H MacGillivray, I L Meil, E J J Moar, G R Myers, E Omand, J Rendall, J H 
Robertson, R Scollay B S Scott, J Smith, W J Smyth, A W Sutherland and R B 
Wallace; 
Corresponding members: I Cooper, H Garriock, Dr J George (locum: Eday 
with Stronsay), E Herman, P H Hunt, and J A M Johnston. 

 
Apologies 

Ministers: Rev F Lillie, and A McCafferty; 
Elders: W S Brass, K Eunson, E Firth, M Millington, and J E Work; 
Corresponding members: Rev A Finch and J Steer. 
 
The Moderator welcomed Captain Jack Macintosh (Boys Brigade Battalion 
President) and Dr Jennifer George (locum to Eday with Stronsay). 

Minutes for November 30, 2004 
The Minutes of the meeting on November 30, 2004, having been circulated 

beforehand were taken as read. The Minutes were approved. 

 
Business Committee report 
Presented by the Clerk as vice-convener 

 

The Presbytery: 
1) Received the report; 

2) Noted that the outstanding records from the North Ronaldsay, South 

Ronaldsay and Burray, and Evie congregations were attested; 
3) Appointed Rev J Craig, Rev A McCafferty, Rev A Price and the Clerk (Ministers) 

and Mrs Isabel Meil (elder) to be Commissioners to the 2005 General 
Assembly and instructed the Business convener and Clerk to appoint three 

additional elders; 
4) a)  Noted that the reconditioned photocopier delivered from Canon arrived 

with a broken document sheet feeder and that this is to be replaced, and 

also noted that the photocopier has been successfully networked with all 
the computers at the Presbytery Office; 

  b)  Noted that South Ronaldsay and Burray now have the old Presbytery 
photocopier; 

5) Approved the 2005 revision of Standing Orders, (see Appendix 1); 
6) a)  Approved the 2004 Statement of Presbytery Accounts (see Appendix 2); 
  b) Re-appointed Mr Neil Price CA as auditor for 2005; 

  c) i) Thanked Mr Ian Cooper (Treasurer) for his diligence during 2004; 
ii) Thanked Mr Neil Price for his audit; 

iii)  Thanked Mrs Freda Burgher for her work with the Resource Centre 
 d) Resolved to set the Assessment for 2005 as £155 per congregation and 

£1.90 per member 

 e) Resolved to set a building survey assessment of £30 per ecclesiastical 
building in use; 

Sederunt and 
apologies 

Minutes of November 
30, 2004 

Business 
Committee report 

Records attested 

Assembly 
Commissioners 

Photocopiers 

Standing Orders 

Presbytery accounts 

Assessments 
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 f) Resolved to increase the overnight accommodation expenses at cost up 
to £25 per night; 

7) Resolved to hold the May meeting of Presbytery in Westray, subject to 
available transport; 

8) Called for the commission of elders for 2005-2006; 

9) Appointed the Moderator, Business convener, Clerk, W Brass and H 
MacGillivray as the Nomination Committee to meet at the beginning of May to 

nominate Standing committee membership and Presbytery representatives. 
 

The Moderator invited Captain Jack Macintosh, President of the Orkney Boys’ Brigade 
Battalion, to address the Presbytery and to report. The Presbytery noted with interest 

that a new Company had been formed in Dounby, several training events had been 

attended, the Finstown Company had competed in national ‘Top Teams’ and this 
year’s parade was to be in Stromness. The Presbytery were also pleased to hear that 

Captain W Barry Slater has been made an Honorary President in recognition of his 
long service in the Battalion. After a time for questions, the Moderator thanked 

Captain Macintosh and commended him and the Battalion to the prayers of the 

Presbytery. 

Property Committee report 
Presented by Mrs Pauline Hunt, Convener 
 
The Presbytery: 

1 Received the report; 
2 Concurred with the Committee’s instruction to the congregation of Stromness 

to do necessary work in the manse lounge, namely alter the fireplace and 
construct an open fire as soon as possible; 

3 Urged the Stromness congregation to keep the manse and church buildings 

and to refurbish, upgrade and do essential repairs to both these buildings. 
4 Recalled the long-standing decision to convert and refurbish the North 

Ronaldsay Manse in favour of selling the manse on the open market, and 
building a purpose-built property for worship and accommodation for a 

minister and instruct the congregation to consider this development. 
5 Approved the sale of the South Ronaldsay and Burray Manse’s walled garden 

on the open market. 

6 Instructed the Clerk to clarify with the General Trustees the policy with regard 
to a congregation obtaining outline planning permission prior to offering land 

for sale. 

Mission Committee report 
Presented by Hugh MacGillivray, Convener, 
 

The Presbytery: 

1 Received the report; 
2 Noted the ongoing situation with the Air Ambulance Service and instructed the 

Committee to continue to monitor the subject; 

3 a) Encouraged Kirk Sessions to think about how they could celebrate Church 
Without Walls this year; 

b) Approved payment of overnight expenses to Commissioners to the 
General Assembly who wished to attend the Church Without Walls 
celebration in Edinburgh on Saturday May 28; 

c) Instructed the Clerk to write a letter to Life and Work expressing the 
Presbytery’s disadvantage (and that of other remote Presbyteries) when 

costs of getting to national events are not shared by the Church; 
4 Instructed the Committee to explore the possibility of a partnership with the 

Church in China and/or Christians in Palestine and/or Malawi; 
5 Welcomed the proposed visit of Marjory Clark, Christian Aid Area Coordinator, 

to Orkney in September 2005. 

Ministry Committee notices 
Presented by Rev Andrea Price, vice-convener 

Mission report 
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The Presbytery: 

1 Noted that a Sunday Club Teachers’ Training with Colin Carmichael of Scripture 
Union is planned for Friday 27th May from 6:30pm in the Kirkwall St Magnus 

Centre; 

2 Noted training for elders taking funerals is to be held on Saturday 14th 
May at 11:00am in Kirkwall St Magnus Centre; 

3 Noted a Worship Group “Refresher” is organised for Wednesday 1st June 
from 7:30pm in Firth Church; 

4 Noted that training for new elders on three evenings is being arranged 
and more details would be given later. 

 

The Clerk laid on the table a letter and other documents from Rt Hon Jim Wallace QC 
MSP regarding the consultation on the Charities and Trustees Investment (Scotland) 

Bill. 
 

The Presbytery adjourned to meet for ordinary business in May 2005, at a date, time 

and place to be announced. 
 

The meeting closed with the Benediction 
 
 

.....................................................  Moderator 
 
 
 
.............................................................  Clerk 
 
 

The space below is blank 
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APPENDIX 1 
 

 

 

ORKNEY PRESBYTERY STANDING ORDERS (2005 revision) 

 

1. The Presbytery shall ordinarily meet on the second Tuesday of September, February and May and 

on the last Tuesday in November with the Presbytery meeting at least once a year outwith Kirk-

wall. 

1.1. The Sacrament of Holy Communion shall be celebrated immediately prior to the September 

and May meetings, conducted by the Moderator. The September Communion is conducted 

by the retiring Moderator prior to the election of the next Moderator.  

1.2. Normally the November and February meetings will be in the daytime. Other meetings may 

be held as recorded by the Presbytery or as called by the Moderator. 

2. Between meetings of Presbytery Standing Committees have powers to act in urgent and unop-

posed business with any action reported to the next ordinary meeting of Presbytery for homologa-

tion. 

3. The Moderator normally holds office for twelve months and is nominated by the Business Com-

mittee at the May meeting, taking office at the September meeting, if elected by the Presbytery. 

3.1. In the absence of the Moderator, a former Moderator shall preside. 

3.2. The Moderator may be a minister or an elder. 

4. The Presbytery shall appoint a Clerk who shall hold the office during the pleasure of the Presby-

tery.  

5. The Presbytery shall appoint a Treasurer (and an assistant Treasurer, if deemed necessary) who 

shall hold office during the pleasure of the Presbytery. 

6. Except as otherwise provided in these regulations, the conduct of Presbytery shall be governed by 

the Standing Orders of the General Assembly and the practice and procedure of the Church of 

Scotland. 

7. Business for inclusion on the committee agendas shall be notified to the Clerk, with relative pa-

pers, not later than the Thursday, two weeks before the week of the Committees meetings. If the 

Clerk has no notification of business in time a meeting of the Committee may not be called. 

8. Written Committee reports, with Deliverance, shall be submitted to the Clerk by the Thursday 

two weeks before the Presbytery meets. 

9. Urgent business arising too late to be included in this way shall normally be submitted to the 

Clerk at least 48 hours before the meeting for photocopying for the Presbytery. 

10. A draft minute(s) of the previous meeting(s) of Presbytery shall normally be circulated to the 

Moderator and committee conveners within one week of the meeting to which they refer and will 

be circulated to all Presbytery members at the time when Committees are called. Relevant ex-

tracts will also be circulated to co-opted members of Standing Committees. The minutes will be 

held as read by the meeting of Presbytery that is to deal with them. Errors and omission to the 

draft Minute(s) shall be notified before or at the next ordinary meeting of Presbytery. 

10.1. Committees may add or remove items to or from their committee agenda at the committee 

meeting, subject to a simple majority agreement of those present. 

11. Apologies for absence shall be intimated to the Clerk prior to the day of the meeting, or entered on 

the Sederunt Sheet provided at the meeting. 

12. The Order of Business circulated with Committee reports prior to the meeting of Presbytery may 

be altered by agreement of a simple majority of members attending the meeting.  

12.1. Proposed changes to the Order of Business will be notified by the Clerk at the meeting and 

request for any proposed change should normally be given to the Clerk at least 24 hours be-

fore the meeting begins. The Clerk may refer any proposed change to the Business Commit-

tee convener. 

13. All motions shall be handed to the Clerk in writing. Members may not speak more than once on 

any motions, except on a point of order. Conveners or movers of motions have the right of reply, 

after which there shall be no more discussion. A point of order is a question of procedure and is 

not an explanation or refutation of any argument. 

14. The Clerk shall read notices of motion brought to a meeting of the Presbytery and circulate such 

with the order of business for the following meeting of Presbytery. 

15. Presbytery shall have discretion to accept as adequate notice of motion the circulation of items 

with the order of business for that meeting, if not intimated at the previous ordinary meeting. 

16. The Business Committee shall nominate additional elders in May to take office from 1st July to 

30th June following. 

17. Elders' Commissions, which run from 1st July to 30th June, shall be forwarded to the Clerk 

within two months of the close of the General Assembly, but preferably by the end of April, in or-

der that proposals for committee membership may be timeously presented. The Presbytery shall 

call for Elders' Commissions at the February meeting. 

18. The ad-hoc Nomination Committee, appointed by the Presbytery at its February meeting shall 

meet at the beginning of May to nominate members of committees to be resolved at the May meet-

ing of Presbytery. 

18.1. The Nomination Committee shall also nominate Conveners, who hold office for a maximum 

of four continuous years, and nominate Presbytery representatives on General Assembly 

committees and boards. 

19. All Readers of the Presbytery, the Convener and Secretary of the Guild Presbyterial Council, the 

Mission Resource Person, the Sunday School/Club Adviser, the Youth Adviser, and others whom 

the Presbytery shall appoint from time to time shall be Corresponding Members of Presbytery, 
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and shall be entitled to attend all meetings and serve on Standing Committees. Corresponding 

Members cannot vote, propose or second motions, nor raise any new matter. 

20. The Standing Committees of the Presbytery shall be: Business, Ministry, Mission, Property and 

Resources. Each may appoint sub-committees or groups to deal with particular matters. The 

members of these sub-committees need not be members of the standing committee (nor members 

of Presbytery) and normally only the convener of the sub-committee needs to be a member of the 

standing committee. The convener of a standing committee shall be an ex officio member of all its 

constituent sub-committees. It is intended that sub-committees normally meet infrequently, as 

and when necessary, as regulated by the appropriate standing committee. Sub-committees meet 

at a time mutually convenient, or deal with matters by e-mail or telephone, etc. 

21. Standing committees will appoint their own sub-committees. The majority of each sub-committee 

shall be members or corresponding members of Presbytery. 

22. The Moderator, Clerk and Business Convener shall be members of all Standing Committees. 

23. The Business Committee shall consist of the Conveners of the Standing Committees, Moderator, 

Treasurer and Clerk, with two other members of Presbytery appointed annually. The Business 

Committee Convener shall be a member of Presbytery, but not a Convener of another Standing 

Committee or the Moderator. The Clerk is to act as Vice-Convener. 

24. Members of Presbytery who are members of Committees appointed by the General Assembly shall 

have the right to be members of the corresponding Presbytery Committees while serving on the 

Assembly Committee not withstanding Nomination Committee nomination. 

25. Standing Committees shall normally meet on the day and at the time allocated by the Presbytery, 

three weeks before the Presbytery is due to meet for ordinary business, but may also meet at other 

times, such meetings being called by the convener. 

26. The Presbytery shall give notice at the meeting in November that its Commissioners to the Gen-

eral Assembly will be elected at the ordinary meeting in February.  

26.1. While the Presbytery reserves the right of free election of Commissioners to the General As-

sembly, Commissioners to be nominated shall normally be chosen by rotation, administered 

by the Business Committee 

26.2. The Moderator, Clerk and Business Committee convener shall have powers to appoint com-

missioners if the February meeting of Presbytery fails to do so. 

26.3. Ministers who have not attended three ordinary meetings of the Presbytery in the year pre-

ceding possible election shall not be eligible for election unless good reason is known for fail-

ure to give such attendance. 

26.4. In electing its Commissioners Presbytery shall give proper representation to those ministers 

not in charges and to those retired ministers who have maintained an active interest in the 

affairs of Presbytery and have expressed a willingness to be elected as a Commissioner. 

27. At all Ordinations, Inductions and Introductions the Moderator, or a predecessor in office, shall 

preside and give the charges to the minister and the congregation; and the ministers to conduct 

devotions and preach the sermon shall normally be appointed by rotation, administered by the 

Business Committee. 

28. The annual visitation of congregational records shall normally take place on the day of the Sep-

tember Presbytery meeting at a time and place agreed by Presbytery. 

29. Prior approval of Presbytery is required before any Kirk Session or Financial Court enters into 

any agreement or contract involving either pastoral or ministerial assistance as defined by Pres-

bytery. 

30. The accounts of Presbytery shall be audited annually and submitted to Presbytery for their adop-

tion. 

31. A levy to meet the expenses of Presbytery shall be made on each congregation at a rate per con-

gregation as shall be determined by Presbytery at their February meeting in each year. Notices 

are to be sent out thereafter by the Treasurer and payment is to be made to the Treasurer not 

later than the end of March. 

32. A levy to meet the cost of quinquennial ecclesiastical building surveys shall also be made on each 

congregation according to the number of buildings, at a rate resolved by the Presbytery at their 

February meeting. 

33. Remunerations are to be formally resolved at the November meeting of the Presbytery. The Mis-

sion Resource Person, the Children’s Adviser are each to receive a remuneration determined by 

the Presbytery, normally in line with the rate of inflation used to calculate the minimum stipend. 

34. The Clerk shall receive a 'salary', to be determined by the Presbytery, and normally annually in-

cremented by the same percentage increase as the minimum stipend. 

35. Presbytery permission is to be sought before carrying out any work on any ecclesiastical building 

that will exceed the amount set by Presbytery in total (including VAT and architects fees, etc.), 

providing the building has been agreed by the Presbytery to be a necessary building. Otherwise 

permission is to be sought. 

36. The Guild Presbyterial Council shall normally be invited to report to the September meeting of 

Presbytery, at which meeting the Readers will also be recognised. 

37. The Boys' Brigade Battalion shall normally be invited to report to the November Presbytery. 

38. All members of Presbytery may re-claim travel and accommodation expenses, at a rate deter-

mined by the Presbytery, for attending Presbytery and committee meetings. Any member of Pres-

bytery carrying out a specifically designated task on behalf of Presbytery is also entitled to claim 

travelling expenses at the same rate as for attending Presbytery meetings. 

39. Standing Orders may be suspended on a vote of two-thirds of members present in favour. 

40. Any amendment of the Standing Orders shall be by resolution of the Presbytery after notice at the 

previous ordinary meeting, not withstanding Standing Order 15, and shall require the support of 

a simple majority of those voting. 
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Church of Scotland 

Presbytery of Orkney 
 

 
Following adjournment from February 8, 2005, the Presbytery of Orkney met for 
Communion and then for ordinary business on Wednesday, 11 May 2005, in the 
Westray Parish Church. The meeting of Presbytery was opened with prayer. 
 
Sederunt 

Sederunt and apologies Ministers: Rev Iain D MacDonald BD (Moderator), Rev R G Brown, T L Clark, 
J H Craig, G D S Deans, F Lillie, A McCafferty, A E Price and T G Hunt (Clerk); 
Elders: I M Banks, W S Brass, J D Cooper, E J Costie, R B Isbister, P Leith, 
H MacGillivray, G R Myers, E Omand, J Rendall, R Scollay, W J Smyth and R B 
Wallace; 
Corresponding members: I Cooper, H Garriock, Dr J George (locum: Eday 
with Stronsay), E Herman, P H Hunt, and J A M Johnston. 

 
Apologies 

Ministers: Rev G F Macnaughton and J L McNab; 
Elders: I L Meil, E J J Moar and J E Work; 
Corresponding members: J Steer. 
 
 

The Clerk expressed the thanks of the Presbytery to the Moderator and those who 
assisted him at the Communion, and the Westray congregation for their hospitality. 

Minutes for February 8, 2005 
Minutes of February 8, 

2005 The Minutes of the meeting on February 8, 2005, having been circulated 
beforehand were taken as read. The Minutes were approved. 

 
Business Committee report Business Committee 

report Presented by Rev Allan McCaferty, convener 
 

The Presbytery: 
1) received the report; 

Commissioners for the 
General Assembly 

2) noted that Mrs W Brass, Mr T Delday and Mrs R Isbister were appointed to 
serve as Commissioners at the General Assembly of 2005; 

3) noted that Rev Fiona Lillie was nominated by the Committee to be Presbytery 
Moderator for 2005/2006; 

Nomination of Moderator 

Inspection of rolls and 
records 

4) a) called congregational Session Minutes, Board Minutes, Communion Rolls 
and Baptismal Registers be submitted for inspection by 10.00am on 
Tuesday 13th September 2005 at the Kirkwall East Church, Upper Room, 
King Street (to be uplifted after 1.00pm the same day). The Presbytery 
further resolved that Property Registers are to be made available on 
Monday 12th September 2005 by 10.00am on Tuesday 13th September 
2005 at the Kirkwall East Church, Upper Room, King Street; 

b) appointed the Rev Allan McCafferty (as Convener), with T Hunt (Clerk), 
Dr J George, J McNab, and A Price (ministers) and W Brass,, E Omand, 
J Rendall and W J Smyth(elders), as the rolls and records examination 
committee, and also requested Mrs B Matthews (clerical helper) attend, 
and appointed the Property Committee to inspect the Property Registers; 

5) approved the timetable for Presbytery and Committee meetings for 2005/2006 
(see Appendix 1), and noted that Committees normally met from 11:00am to 
1:00pm; 

Meetings timetable 

6) thanked Westray for their hospitality on this the first meeting for ordinary 
business in the North Isles since resolving to meet outwith Kirkwall at least 
once annually. 

Thanks to Westray 
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Vacancy Procedures Committee Vacancy Procedures 
report Presented by Rev Joan Craig, Convener 

 
The Presbytery: 

1. received the report; 
2. concurred with the Committee’s decision to sustain the Call to Rev Dr Jennifer 

George to the charge of Eday linked with Stronsay: Moncur Memorial; 
Call to Dr Jennifer George 
fro Eday with Stronsay 

3. concurred with the arrangements for the service of induction in Moncur 
Memorial Church at 12 noon on Wednesday June 1, followed by a service of 
Introduction in the Eday Church thereafter, or with succession of days; 

Induction and Introduction 

Committee thanked and 
discharged 

4. thanked and discharged the present serving members of the Committee. 
 

Resources Committee report Resources Committee 
report Presented by Rev Joan Craig, Convener 

 
The Presbytery: 

1. received the report; 
2. resolved that upon the appointment of a Vacancy Procedures committee, the 

committee should then undergo all necessary training. Such training is the 
responsibility of the Resources Committee; 

Vacancy Procedures 
committees 

Shapinsay interim 
moderator 

3. Welcomed the continuity of interim moderatorship by Ref Fraser Macnaughton 
continuing as interim moderator for Shapinsay; 

4. a) instructed presbyters to study the supplementary report, plan-table and 
examples, and make any comments or questions to the Resources 
Convener before the end of July; 

Presbytery plan and 
timetable 

 b) instructed the Clerk to remit, without delay, the supplementary report, 
plan-table and examples to members of the Presbytery not present and 
invite comments or questions to be made to the convener by the end of 
July; 

5. a) instructed the Committee to pursue the union Evie, Firth and Rendall 
linked congregations and the Orphir and Stenness linked congregations 
with the utmost priority (leaving the question of future buildings open) 
and to report progress to the September meeting; 

Pursue unions 

 b) instructed the Committee to present a complete timetable of Presbytery 
visits, with identification of the visiting teams, and full training proposals 
to the September meeting, with the first visits to take place in autumn 
2005; 

Superintendence visits 

6. invited Mrs Marion Dicken, hospital chaplain, to address the November 
meeting of Presbytery. 

Invite to hospital chaplain 

Property Committee 
report Property Committee report 

Presented by Mrs Pauline Hunt, Convener 
 
The Presbytery: 

1. received the report; 
2. approved the sale of the Eday Old Manse at the present 2005 valuation price; Sale of Eday manse 
3. approved the plans for the refurbishment and alteration of St Margaret’s Hope 

Church, and encourage the congregation if at all possible to develop the up-
stairs of the building at the same time; approved the congregation seeking 
funds and grant assistance from outwith the bounds of the Presbytery; 

Refurbishment of St 
Margaret’s 

4. encouraged the congregation of Birsay, Harray and Sandwick to consider all 
parts of the report of the Committee concerning their three church buildings 
and the Committee’s unanimous recommendation that they build a new 
church in Dounby; 

Birsay, Harray & Sandwick 
new build 

Sale of Evie glebe land 5. approved the sale of glebe land in Evie for building, and to Scottish Water for 
the installation of a reed bed; 

6. instructed the Rousay congregation to do work on the manse-flat in time for 
the locum student coming in June; 

Rousay manse-flat 
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7. instructed congregations to check and review the insurance on all church 
property to make sure that the valuation is correct and that you are not 
under-insured; 

Insurance check 

8. approved application by the Stenness congregation for grants from the 
General Trustees for disabled facilities. 

Stenness facilities 

Mission Committee report Mission report 
Presented by Hugh MacGillivray, Convener, 
 
The Presbytery: 

1. received the report; 
2. a) encouraged Kirk Sessions to think of ways in which they can contribute 

to the ‘Church-without-Walls’ celebrations and communicate them to the 
Convener; 

Church-without-Walls 
celebration 

Supply for Church-without-
Walls conference 

b) agreed to provide pulpit supply for ministers attending the Church-
without-Walls conference in Edinburgh on May 21; 

3. a) noted the progress made by the Committee regarding church 
partnerships; 

Church partnerships 

b) resolved to grant £300 to Rev Allan McCafferty towards expenses for his 
visit to Malawi; 

Malawi grant 

4. noted developments regarding the Air Ambulance Service that they were 
resolved to make changes to the service, particularly in not having an aircraft 
in Orkney and that a trial period had been inaugurated; 

Air Ambulance Service 

Churches leaflet 5. resolved to produce a leaflet containing information on the Church of Scotland 
in Orkney; with costs to be met from the administration budget. 

Ministry Committee report Ministry report 
Presented by W Johnston Smyth, Convener 
 
The Presbytery: 

1. received  the report; 
2. approved application of David Fidler as Candidate for the Readership and Readership training 

application Further, granted Mr Fidler £150 for related expenses as encouragement and 
wished him well in his studies; 

Malawi travel grants 3. granted £100 each, from the Christian Enrichment Fund, to six members of 
the East Church, towards the cost of their travel to Malawi. 

 

Nomination Committee report Nomination report 
Presented by Rev Allan McCafferty, Convener 
 
The Presbytery received the report and resolved the Standing Committees for 2005-
2006 (Appendix 2); thanked and discharged the Committee. 
 
The Presbytery adjourned to meet for buffet tea, Communion and ordinary business 
on September 13, 2005, from 5:00pm at the Kirkwall East King Street Halls. 
 
The meeting closed with the Benediction 
 
 

..................................................... Moderator 
 
 
 
............................................................  Clerk 
 
 

The space below is blank 
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APPENDIX 1 
 
 

Presbytery and Committee meetings 2005-2006 
 
 
 

Committees (VAO Board Room, Anchor Buildings, Kirkwall from 11:00am to 1:00pm) 
Property Mon 22 Aug Resources Tue 23 Aug Mission Wed 24 Aug Ministry Thu 25 Aug Business Fri 26 Aug 
 Committee mailing: Thu 11 Aug   
SEPTEMBER – Tuesday 13th (Kirkwall East King Street Halls) 
10am Inspection of Records 5pm Buffet Tea 6:45pm Communion 7:30pm Presbytery 
 Presbytery mailing: Thu 1 Sept   
     
Committees (VAO Board Room, Anchor Buildings, Kirkwall from 11:00am to 1:00pm) 
Property Mon 7 Nov Resources Tue 8 Nov Mission Wed 9 Nov Ministry Thu 10 Nov Business Fri 11 Nov 
 Committee mailing: Thu 27 Oct   
NOVEMBER – Tuesday 29th (Kirkwall East King Street Halls) 
10am tea/coffee 10:30am Presbytery   
 Presbytery mailing: Thu 17 Nov   
    
Committees (VAO Board Room, Anchor Buildings, Kirkwall from 11:00am to 1:00pm) 
Property Mon 23 Jan Resources Tue 24 Jan Mission Wed 25 Jan Ministry Thu 26 jan Business Fri 27 Jan 
 Committee mailing: Thu 12 Jan   
FEBRUARY – Tuesday 14th (Kirkwall East King Street Halls) 
10am tea/coffee 10:30am Presbytery   
 Presbytery mailing: Thu 2 Feb   
    
Committees (VAO Board Room, Anchor Buildings, Kirkwall from 11:00am to 1:00pm) 
Property Mon 17 Apr Resources Tue 18 Apr Mission Wed 19 Apr Ministry Thu 20 Apr Business Fri 21 Apr 
 Committee mailing: Thu 6 Apr   
May – Tuesday 9th

  6:15pm tea/coffee 6:45pm Communion 7:30pm Presbytery 
 Presbytery mailing: Thu 27 Apr   

A note to committee conveners 
Agendas and enclosures for committees, and reports 
for Presbytery should be in the hands of the Clerk 
before the appropriate mailing day 
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APPENDIX 2 
Standing Committees 2005 – 2006 

 
Committee conveners report annually to Presbytery how they have fulfilled 
their remit through the year. 
 
Conveners have overall responsibility for their committee with an appreciation 
of the whole work of the committee.  
 
Ministry 

Johnston Smyth (convener – care of ministers, in-service training (retreats), study leave) 
Graeme Brown (child protection) 
Andrea Price (education – elder training, readers, Sunday School/Clubs, youth) 

Edith Costie 
Isabella Meil 
Elma Moar 
Roger Myers 
North Ronaldsay elder 

Ian Cooper (Finance) 
 
Mission 

Hugh MacGillivray (convener – church & society & ecumenical matters – additional elder) 
John McNab (world mission and partner churches) 
Dr Jennifer George 

Stromness elder 
Jim Rendall 
Sandy elder The Committee for 

Christian Unity 
will come to order! 

Elma Omand 
Johan Robertson 

John Steer (corresponding member) 
Craig Wilson 

 
Resources 

Fraser Macnaughton (convener - planning) 
Tom Clark (superintendence) 
Graham Deans (vacancy procedures)  

Stronsay elder 
Peter Leith (resource centre) 
Papa Westray elder 
Rousay elder 
Anderson Sutherland 
Robert Wallace 

Additional elder – Wilma Brass 
Jack Muir 
 Co-opted: Freda Burgher 

The Property Convener is ex-officio a member of the Resources committee 
 
Property 

Pauline Hunt (convener – corresponding member) 
Harry Garrioch (vice-convener – corresponding member) 

Firth elder 
Brian W Aim 
Renee Isbister 
Raymond Scollay 
David Wood 

Elizabeth Herdman (Guild) 
The Resources Convener is ex-officio a member of the Property committee 

 
Business 

Alan McCafferty (convener – worship & doctrine) 
Trevor Hunt (communication & information technology) 

Fraser Macnaughton 
Ian Cooper 

Iain MacDonald (publicity) 
Pauline Hunt 
Hugh MacGillivray 
Johnston Smyth 
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WORK AND REMIT OF COMMITTEES 

 
MINISTRY COMMITTEE 
Care of ministers Providing and managing pastoral care, In-service training (retreats, etc.) 

for ministers and managing study leave, including assessing 
programmes of study leave undertaken 

Finances Management of Stipends, Mission and Renewal fund, Presbytery 
accounts, congregational accounting and finances, revision schedules 

Education Providing elder, Sunday club/schools and youth leader training, care and 
supervision of readers and promotion of children and youth work 

Child protection Training and management of child protection matters 
  
MISSION COMMITTEE 
Church and society Local and national issues that affect the people in the bounds of the 

Presbytery and the life of Orkney communities. Includes matters of 
emergency planning 

Ecumenical matters Relations with other denominations and churches especially as they 
affect local relations 

World mission Connecting Orkney with world mission matters 
Partner Churches Managing partnerships between Orkney congregations and the wide 

church 
  
RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
Planning Resources planning for the future ministry of the church in Orkney. The 

planning is ongoing being reviewed and developed annually. 
Congregational mission and outreach 

Superintendence Encouraging and supporting congregations in their development and 
mission in five-yearly visits. Training visiting teams to enhance a uniform 
procedure in visiting congregations 

Vacancy 
procedures 

Training vacancy procedure teams and monitoring the progress in filling 
vacancies 

Resources centre Providing support for the resource centre through an identified channel 
  
PROPERTY COMMITTEE 
 Management, maintenance, development and disposal of church 

property, including grant and loan applications for property matters 
  
BUSINESS COMMITTEE 
 Management of Presbytery business and matters that have to do directly 

with the Presbytery, including legal matters, petitions and overtures both 
to and from the Presbytery. The committee acts as a ‘council’ for the 
whole Presbytery 

Communication & 
information 
technology 

Development and maintenance of means of communication and the 
propagation of information for the Presbytery. Training and advice on the 
use of communication and computing systems within the Presbytery. 
Management of office equipment. Maintenance of a Presbytery database 

Publicity Promotion of the Presbytery and its action and requirements within the 
church and in general to local media 

Worship and 
doctrine 

Presbytery matters that relate to worship and doctrine, including 
arrangements for ordinations and inductions, Presbytery Communions 
and other special services. Preparation of consideration of doctrinal 
matters 
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The Presbytery met in hunc effectum on June 1, 2005 at the Moncur Memorial 
Church, Stronsay, to induct Rev Dr Jennifer George to the linked charge of Eday with 
Stronsay. The meeting of Presbytery was opened with prayer. 
 
Sederunt 

Sederunt and apologies Ministers: Rev Iain D MacDonald BD (Moderator), Rev R G Brown, G D S 
Deans, G F Macnaughton, A McCafferty, J L McNab, A E Price and T G Hunt 
(Clerk); 
Elders: W S Brass, J D Cooper, P Leith, H MacGillivray, J Rendall and W J 
Smyth; 
Corresponding members: I Cooper, P H Hunt, J A M Johnston and Rev C 
Wilson; 
Associated with the Presbytery: Rev Kristin Saldine from the Presbyterian 
Church USA, Mr Neil Price and Mrs Rosemary Smyth. 

 
Apologies 

Ministers: Rev J H Craig and F Lillie; 
Elders: I L Meil; 
Corresponding members: J Steer. 
 

The Minute of the meeting on May 11, 2005, referring to this day’s meeting to induct 
Dr Jennifer George to be minister of the congregation of Eday with Stronsay Moncur 
Memorial was laid on the table. The edicts intimating the induction were duly 
executed, the appropriate Assembly Boards and Committees approved, and the new 
manse was satisfactory. No one having appeared to object to the life and doctrine of 
Dr George, the Presbytery proceed to induct her to the charge. 
 

The Moderator presided and conducted worship. Rev Fraser Macnaughton preached 
the sermon. The Clerk then read the narrative, after which the Moderator put the 
questions to Dr George, who gave satisfactory answers. Thereafter Dr George signed 
the formula. By prayer the Moderator inducted Dr George to the charge of Eday with 
Stronsay Moncur Memorial. Prayer being ended the Moderator declared her to be 
inducted and gave her the right hand of fellowship, as did all the other members of 
Presbytery present, those associated with them and the congregation. The service 
concluded after prayer dismissed the congregation. 

The Presbytery having resumed their sitting, the Moderator and Rev F Macnaughton 
were thanked for their part in the service of induction. The name of Dr George was 
added to the Roll of the Presbytery and the Clerk was instructed to give a certified 
intimation of Dr George’ induction to the Session Clerks. The Interim Moderator and 
Presbytery Advisors were thanked and discharged. 

The meeting closed with the Benediction. 

 
 

..................................................... Moderator 
 
 

......................................................... Clerk 
 
 

Members of the Presbytery accompanied the Moderator and Dr George to Eday to join 
the congregation in the Eday Church, where the Moderator conducted a service of 
Introduction and Rev Fraser Macnaughton again preached the sermon. 
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